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A Publication for Fogler Library Friends
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

VOLUME 17 NUMBER 2

Student Recognition for Library Dean

F

Students studying in Coburn Hall. Coburn housed the
university library from 1888 - 1905. Turn to p. 4 to learn
more about Coburn.
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ogler Library has long been recognized for the high quality of our
service to both the campus and statewide communities. Within
our larger mission we have always tried to give particular attention to
University of Maine students. Our student users have responded to this
and are quick to complement our friendly and helpful staff as well as
the wide range of available resources. Joyce Rumery, Dean of Libraries,
recently received official recognition of this very special relationship.
On February 19th Dean Rumery attended the Student Government
Services Committee meeting to field questions and listen to student input.
In less than a month, the library was able to act on many of the students’
suggestions. These included: additional power strips, more tables on
level 3, and more
seating throughout the
building.
In
acknowledgement of the Library’s
attentiveness to student needs, Student
Government passed a
resolution on March
24th thanking the Dean
and Fogler Library for
being interested in students’ opinions about
improving the library. Joyce Rumery with student government representatives.
In speaking about the
resolution, Senator Ben Goodman remarked, “We didn’t know what to
expect, but within a day, there were significant results.”
Representatives from Student Government presented Rumery with
a framed plaque commemorating the resolution and conveyed their
appreciation for the Library and its many services.
The response to Student Government’s suggestions quickly became
part of a larger effort as the Library’s Marketing Committee began soliciting
student ideas in other venues. To learn more about this innovative project,
turn to p.3.
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Message from Dean Joyce Rumery

T

he beautiful fall semester at the University has begun with the changing leaves and cooler days. Once again we
welcome both our new and returning students to a successful academic year. We began the year with Maine Hello
day early in September and in the library we saw the students immediately using the resources and services we provide. I expect a fulfilling and exciting semester for both the library staff and the university community. While each
year brings challenges we hope to take advantage of all opportunities to make the Library a great resource for all of
our users.
As part of our goal to respond to user needs, we are continuing our dialogue with our students via flip charts where
they can write their ideas or comments regarding the library. This has opened up another way for us to communicate
with the students and a way for us to make the
services and library spaces work better for them.
As a result of the comments we have received
we have added power strips to each floor so that
they can more effectively use their laptops. We
reconfigured the first floor and provided a casual
reading area, complete with rocking and easy
chairs. We combined the departments of the
Media Resource Center and Circulation – this
created a one-stop service site for the students
where they can find all of their reserve materials,
check out a laptop, watch a movie, and still get
the help they need to locate books and other
materials in the building. This change also meant
that we could create another study area on the
second floor, which is now heavily used. We
plan to continue this dialogue and to respond to
the needs of the students throughout the year. Students in Fogler’s Reserve Reading Room, one of the Library’s many study areas.
(Read more about these initiatives on p.3.)
Our scanning projects have continued with the Maine Town Reports and books on the Wabanaki. We are now moving
to the next project, the Agricultural Experiment Station reports. This work provides public access to resources that would
not otherwise be available to many users and we feel these projects help showcase the riches of the collections at Fogler
and in the State.
We would love to have you visit us and see for yourself the changes we have made and the services and resources we
offer the students. Please let us know if you are planning to visit and I would be pleased to give you a tour of the library
so you can meet the staff and see the changes we have made. I hope you are pleased with what we are doing and you
will continue to support us into the future. Thank you for your support.

Edward “Sandy” Ives

Edward “Sandy” Ives, international folklife expert, retired UMaine professor and Friend of Fogler Library,
died August 1st at his home. He was 83. Ives taught at the University of Maine for 44 years, retiring in 1999.
Ives’ contributions to folklore scholarship were numerous and important. He pioneered the use of oral
history methodology in folklore collecting and his book on fieldwork was a landmark. His close study of logging
traditions, especially the songs sung and listened to by woodsmen, was an important contribution to the study
of occupational folklore, labor history, and the history of Maine and the Maritime Provinces of Canada. Sandy
founded the Northeast Archives of Folklore and Oral History, now known as the Maine Folklife Center, in 1971
and served as its director for 22 years. Sandy Ives was the recipient of many honors and awards, including a
Guggenheim Fellowship, a Maine State Award from the Maine Council on the Arts and Humanities, the first Harvey
A. Kantor Memorial Award for Outstanding Achievement in Oral History from the New England Association of
Oral History, the Marius Barbeau Medal from the Folklore Studies Association of Canada, the Kenneth Goldstein
Award for Lifetime Academic Leadership from the American Folklore Society, the Award of Honour for Lifetime
Achievement from the Prince Edward Island Museum and Heritage Foundation, and a Presidential Public Service
Award from the University of Maine.
Ives, a New York native who served in the Marine Corps, graduated from Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y.,
received a master’s degree from Columbia University in New York City, and earned a doctorate in folklore from
Indiana University in Bloomington in 1962. He began his teaching career as an English instructor at Illinois College
in Jacksonville, and moved to the City College of New York before arriving at the University of Maine in 1955.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/olvt/vol17/iss2/1
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Library Solicits Student Input

by Desiree Butterfield-Nagy, William S. Cohen Papers Archivist

I

nspired by a project involving ethnographic research at the University of Rochester, Fogler’s Marketing Committee
placed flipcharts and colored markers around the library as a way to encourage student input. Coordinated by
Committee member Desirée Butterfield-Nagy as a part of the library’s “Imagine a Library...” outreach campaign, students
are encouraged to offer feedback
and a response to the following
phrase: “Imagine making a
difference in the library. Tell us…
what’s your favorite place in the
library? What should we do to
make all areas as appealing as
your favorite?”
Since the project began in early
February, results have been over
300 ideas and suggestions. Staff
members have responded to
several of the comments, adding
additional seating to the third
floor and power strips throughout
the building, making repairs to
equipment, and beginning the
extension of late night hours
earlier than in previous years.
Our new Popular Reading
area, shown in the photo, was
created in response to student
Students relax in the new Popular Reading area on the first floor.
suggestions. The flipcharts have
been a very successful way to gather ideas from our users; the plan is to leave them up and to encourage students to
continue making suggestions. Marketing Committee members include: Desirée Butterfield-Nagy, Kjerste Christensen,
Stephen Fadel, Brad Finch, Gretchen Gfeller (Chair), and Jerry Lund.

Fogler on the Move

F

ogler Library is on the move! We spent the summer making changes and improvements to the Library, many of them
in response students’ suggestions Here’s some of what to look for on your next visit:
Media Resource Center – The Media Resource Center has moved to the first floor and merged with our Circulation
department. This offers users a single service point for checking out materials. A new office area for Circulation staff has
been added at the north end of the Reserve Reading Room. More seating and study tables have been added to the area on
the second floor vacated by the Center.
Popular Reading Area – A new Popular Reading area has been created at the south end of
the Reserve Reading Room. Our popular reading Baker and Taylor books and our Detective
fiction collection (formerly shelved in the Oakes Room) have been moved to the first range of
shelves as you enter the room from the Info Commons.
Periodicals – Social Science and Humanities current print periodicals shelved in the Reserve
Reading Room on the first floor have moved to the President’s Room on the second floor and
merged with the Science and Engineering periodicals. All the journals are shelved in a single alphabetical order.
Learning Material Center – The Learning Materials Center is now the Learning Materials Collection. Materials will
remain in the same area and are open for browsing and check out. However, there is no longer a service desk . For reference
assistance, contact the Reference Desk at (581-1673). For other general questions, contact the Circulation dept (581-1666).
If you have questions or would like more information about the changes, please contact Gretchen Gfeller.
Voice: 581-1696 | email: gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
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Coburn Hall Remembered

by Brenda Howitson Steeves, Special Collections Department

Students studying in Coburn Hall. Coburn housed the university library from 1888 - 1905.

A

s another semester begins on the busy
campus here at the university, staff at the
library are often asked by new students and
employees where to find a certain building or
department. A quick glance at the campus map,
a gesture toward where the building is located
and the person is on the way to the desired class
or meeting. Only afterward does one reflect on
what the history of the designated building may
be and for what worthy citizen it is named.
A look at various historical information and
photographs in Special Collections brings the
campus past to life in an immediate and charming
way. Take Coburn Hall, for example, the site of
much construction work and renovation this
past summer: built in 1888, it is one of the oldest
structures on campus and the second classroom
building to be constructed here. It is named
in honor and in memory of Abner Coburn,
who died three years before the building was
completed. Coburn, born in 1803 in Skowhegan,
served as president of the college board of
trustees from 1867 to 1879 and was a generous
benefactor to the endowment and especially to
the newly established library. Coburn served
as governor of Maine from 1863 to 1864 as well
as president of the Skowhegan Savings Bank
and president and director of the Maine Central
Railroad. Students receiving military training in

https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/olvt/vol17/iss2/1

the early days of the college, a requirement of the Morrill
Act, were from the first called Coburn Cadets, probably in
honor of Governor Coburn who often extended financial
aid to those cadets who could not afford to buy their own
uniforms and supplies.
Coburn Hall was designed by architect Frank E. Kidder,
a member of the class of 1879 at the college. Kidder first

Coburn Hall on the University of Maine Campus
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Coburn Hall is named in honor of Abner Coburn.

Colorado, and was the author of The Architects’
and Builders’ Handbook, a very successful book for
building construction that was issued in at least 18
editions. The design of the building incorporates

several symbols of its history, including a marble plaque
commemorating Ivy Day and one to mark the founding
of the honor society Phi Kappa Phi at the University of
Maine. Ivy Day was celebrated in the late 19th century as
a time when graduating seniors planted ivy and placed
ivy-shaped stones on buildings such as Coburn Hall. Phi
Kappa Phi was conceived in 1897 by Marcus Urann, a
student at the university, as a way to focus attention on
those students who achieved the highest academic rank;
he saw the society as a means to de-emphasize athletic and
social organizations on campus and to create respect for
scholarship. The society flourished after its foundation,
now having chapters on nearly 300 campuses of which the
University of Maine remains Chapter 001.
At the dedication of the building on June 26, 1888, an
elaborate program took place, with many speeches, the
singing of the university ode, and the presentation of the
keys to the building by Hannibal Hamlin, first president
of the Board of Trustees. Built to serve the departments
of agriculture and natural history, Coburn also housed
the university library from 1888 until Carnegie Hall was
completed in 1905. The library had reached over 4,000
volumes by the time of its move to Coburn and most
appropriately, Abner Coburn had served as a source of its
financial support. Merritt Fernald in his History of Maine
State College and the University of Maine says of Coburn’s
assistance to the library: “His benefactions were always
timely and served to tide over hard places.”
The renovation of Coburn Hall this year points out the
beauty of the old building and honors its architect and the
man for whom it was named so many years ago.

Membership Offer for Faculty

The loyalty, devotion, and generosity of University alumni, faculty, students, and friends made possible the construction
of this library.
Since the construction of the Raymond H. Fogler Library a half century ago, students, faculty, and visitors have
passed by this inscription which adorns the library’s central staircase. These engraved words are both testament and
tribute to the many individuals whose outpouring of private support helped to build the University’s library into the
foremost center for learning and research in Maine.
The important resources Fogler Library provides to users statewide and the vital part it plays as the heart
of Maine’s academic community have long been recognized by alumni and friends. Over the years a number of
generous individuals have discreetly continued the tradition established by the Library’s builders. Today, private
support to augment public funding is critical as Fogler Library strives to maintain its leadership position in teaching,
research, and public service.
We invite all UMaine faculty to become part of this tradition by joining the Friends at a special rate of $25.
Your gift will help ensure the library’s continued growth and excellence. For more information contact Friends
Coordinator Gretchen Gfeller. Voice: 581-1696 | E-mail: gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
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Staff Retirements

During the past year, Fogler said goodbye to four very special staff members. They will be missed.

Frank Wihbey

Frank Wihbey retires this fall from Fogler Library as Head, Government Publications, Maps, GIS and Microforms. He
joined the Library staff in May 1978, having moved with family to Maine, to become the Reference Librarian for Science, just
then established as a full-time position. That was a watershed year in library service as it marked the introduction of online
searchable bibliographic databases and Frank was the first reference librarian to offer this service to our users.
Frank was also one of the first librarians to get an email account, to use laser printers for improved document quality,
to introduce digital/optical hybrid microform readers and to employ videoconferencing for inter-campus library meetings.
He is the founder of the Library’s GeoStats Spatial & Numeric Data Service and the popular computer mapping workshop
series. He is the founder of the Maine Nature News, a weekly public natural observations journal, an early example of a webbased periodical. The government documents collections grew from 800,000 to over 2.3 million documents, and microforms
now number 2.5 million pieces, more than doubling each collection during his time with these responsibilities.
His retirement gives him time to visit his adult children and their spouses scattered all over the USA. He plans to write
more in his blog <www.star-trucks.blogspot.com>, and perhaps finish one or more of his book manuscripts in various stages
of completion. Frank’s participation in the Chamber Choir at St. John’s Parish will continue as will his hiking trips along the
Appalachian Trail, where he has section-hiked about a third of its extent.
With coauthors from New Brunswick and Québec chapters he compiled a 1000-word French and English bilingual hiking
glossary, now in its second edition, to help hikers on the new International Appalachian Trail. He’s a volunteer translator
for Objectifs-Sciences, an international science education non-profit. Maintaining a 2-mile section of the Appalachian Trail is
another continuing commitment. He plans to continue volunteer work already engaged and add more. “That all ought to
keep me out mischief for a while!” quipped Frank.

Sirje Curtis

Jane DeWitt

Sirje Curtis, who worked at Fogler Jane DeWitt, who worked at the
Library from 1984 – 2009, has always Library from 1982 – 2009, has always
been a loyal library employee for been a dedicated library employee
whom the information needs of for whom our students, faculty,
faculty, staff, and students are and staff always come first. In
paramount. And, if the library was acquisitions, she was responsible for
open, she was here, before anyone receiving and processing new books,
else. Her work ethic is an inspiration including myriad details relating to
and example to all!
record management, invoicing, and
In acquisitions, she has been cataloging. Her goal was always to get
responsible for ordering all books, the books out on the shelves as quickly
missing issues of journals, CDs, as possible so people could check them
DVDs, music scores, and more. out. She has managed to excel over the
The job requires some of the skills years despite having to deal with new
of the scholarly bibliographer and procedures like electronic ordering
detective, the purchasing agent, and and automated cataloging.
the negotiator, all of which she has Jane continues to work hard preserving
developed to a high level over her many the legacy of her father, Antarctic
years with the library. She always has explorer and scientist Paul Siple, who
gone the extra mile for faculty - driving may be best known for developing
to Borders to pick up a book needed the concept of the wind-chill factor. In
immediately for course reserves, or recent years she has traveled annually to
tracking down an obscure foreign- the Byrd Polar Research Center in Ohio,
language publication that needed the Smithsonian, and other institutions
to be ordered from halfway around to meet with historians and donate
the world. Sirje adapted well to the artifacts and important papers. Jane also
many new aspects of her job that came continues work here at UMaine with
along, such as the Internet, electronic researchers on campus, organizing the
ordering, automated records, eBay, fish collections and data left by her late
and supervisors.
husband, Dr. Hugh DeWitt, professor of
Colleagues know Sirje as a very oceanography and zoology.
caring individual who brings a positive
approach to both life and work.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/olvt/vol17/iss2/1

Dorothy (Dottie) McKenney

Dottie McKenney began work at Fogler
as a Desk Attendant in the Circulation
Department on February 14, 1980. She
later worked in the Inter Library Loan
Department. In 1986 she transferred to
the Learning Materials Center which
supports the College of Education and
Human Development curriculum with
a collection of educational materials
for use with children from preschool
through grade twelve.
Dottie has successfully managed the
Center and its collections by providing
exceptional service to the users - access
to the collections through her webpage,
the subject bibliographies she created,
her new book lists, as well as her knowledgeable, cheerful and helpful presence
in the Center. She is loyal and dedicated
to the needs of the students and faculty
and has earned the confidence and loyalty of the education faculty.
Dottie has always been ready to assist
the students in their search for materials and has worked with the College
of Education faculty and the Fogler
Reference Department to ensure the
collections meet the needs of the curriculum. She also raised the visibility of the
collections through her well-designed
displays of the materials in the Center.
6
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Edith Patch Earth Day Celebration

T

his annual event is a collaboration with the Friends of Dr. Edith Marion Patch. Entomologist and children’s author Edith
Patch was an international expert on aphids. Patch was hired at UMaine in 1904 after spending the first year working
without a salary. She proved herself capable of being a female in the male-only field of entomology and in 1930, she was named
the first woman president of the Entomological Society of America. Today, Braeside, Patch’s home, houses the Dr. Edith
Marion Patch Center for Entomology,
the Environment and Education, and
is on the National Register of Historic
Places. Mary Bird, instructor of science
education, serves as the coordinator of
the Edith Patch Center.
The 2009 celebration, held in the
University Club on April 19th, focused
on the current generation of women
science students and this year’s Edith
Patch award recipients. The Edith Patch
Awardees, Lauren Kolb and Elizabeth
Anne Lewis, both gave presentations
about their research. Informational
poster sessions were facilitated by
students Jacquelyn Zimmerman and
Christa Straub. Refreshments included
a selection of appetizers prepared by
the Friends of Edith Patch from recipes
in the Patch Cookbook.
Award recipients Elizabeth Lewis and Lauren Kolb with poster presenters Jacquelyn Zimmerman
and Christa Staub. Elizabeth is holding her son Ethan.

For information about our events or to be added to our mailing list, contact Friends coordinator Gretchen Gfeller.
Voice: 581-1696 | Email: gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
You can also visit us on the web at: http://www.library.umaine.edu/friends/
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FOGLER LIBRARY NEEDS YOU!
By becoming a Fogler Library Friend,
you will help sustain a valuable resource.

Yes, I want to support the collections, programs and
services of the University of Maine’s Fogler Library
at the following level:






Benefactor, $1,000 and over
Patron, $500
Sponsor, $100
Advocate, $60
Contributor, $30

The Olive Tree is published by
Fogler Library Friends, the University of Maine,
5729 Fogler Library, Orono, ME 04469-5729
Editor: Gretchen Gfeller
Contributors to this issue include: Desiree Butterfield-Nagy,
Joyce Rumery, and Brenda Howitson Steeves.

Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
City ___________ State ______Zip Code ____
Please make checks payable to
The Fogler Library Friends and return to
5729 Fogler Library, The University of Maine,
Orono, ME 04469-5729

We appreciate your tax-deductible donations.
Thank you for your support!
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In complying with the letter and spirit of applicable laws and in
pursuing its own goals of diversity, the University of Maine System
shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, national origin or citizenship status, age, disability, or
veterans status in employment, education, and all other areas of the
University. The University provides reasonable accommodations to
qualified individuals with disabilities upon request.
Questions and complaints about discrimination in any area of the
University should be directed to the Office of Equal Opportunity, The
University of Maine, Room 101, 5754 North Stevens Hall, Orono, ME
04469-5754, telephone (207) 581-1226 (voice and TDD).

8

